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Abtract: The application of online learning is a learning method carried out by the 

Early Childhood Education unit in the Semarang city area during the covid-19 

outbreak. This refers to the Information Letter published by the Minister of Education 

and Culture Number 4 of 2020 concerning the Implementation of Education Policies in 

the Emergency Period for the Spread of the Corona Virus. Since its implementation, 

several problems have arisen in the implementation process. The method used in this 

study is a qualitative method with a phenomenological approach, namely 

photographing the situation that occurs in the field and interpreting it as a factual event 

with all the backgrounds and goals that arise and then analyzing it through 

ethnographic theory so that it becomes intact and provides an overview of the solution. 

The research locations were three schools from 3 different sub-districts in Semarang. 

The subjects observed consisted of 9 teachers, 45 students, and 45 parents of students 

selected as representatives of distance learning conditions in Early Childhood 

Education units. A random sampling technique was used to determine schools and 

research subjects. This study indicates that 78% of teachers experience learning 

technology unpreparedness; 87% of students have learning difficulties; 91% of parents 

do not understand how to provide learning that instills the value of responsibility. This 

study concludes a learning loss on responsibility character education in distance learning for early childhood in Semarang. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Regulations raised by the government through the Minister of Education and Culture Letter 

Number 2 of 2020 and Number 4 of 2020 concerning Prevention and Handling Corona Virus Dis-

ease (Covid-19), to the Governor; Regents/mayors throughout Indonesia signed March 24, 2020. 

The letter stated that all aca-demic units in their respective work areas were expected to conduct 

online learning related to preventing Coronavirus transmission. This has led to a significant change 

in learning patterns in education units in Indonesia, especially learning patterns in early childhood 

education units. 

As for online learning, what is meant is learning that uses the internet network with accessi-

bility, connectivity, flexibility, and the ability to bring up various types of learning interactions [1]. 

The Education unit then carries out the online learning model from early childhood education to 

universities in Semarang. 

This unpredictable situation made teachers and parents unprepared when providing online 

learning assistance to children, so in the first year since the enactment of government regulations, 
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the schools were not well planned. These conditions directly result in children's learning situations 

that, in the end, impact children's learning outcomes that are less than optimal [2].  

The emergence of difficulties both in terms of infrastructure and the online learning process in 

early childhood is a phenomenon that deserves to be interpreted in order to improve the learning 

process in the future so that the formulation of the problem in this study is how the online learning 

situation affects the development of the character of responsibility in early childhood. Therefore, 

the purpose of this study is to describe the results of the development of the character of responsi-

bility in early childhood through online learning during the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

METHOD 

This study uses a qualitative approach to see online learning as a process of changing learning 

patterns that result in changes in the learning behavior of early childhood responsibilities. This 

study sees every unique event that occurs as a part of a phenomenon that must be interpreted to up-

grade science to remain up-to-date, sophisticated, applied, and axiological for society [3]. 

The research location is three schools that can represent several schools in Semarang, which 

are based on the geographical conditions of the city of Semarang, namely in industrial, residential, 

and urban areas. The research subjects taken from the three schools were sampled from students, 

teachers, and parents. Overall research subjects consisted of 9 teachers, 45 children, and 45 parent 

of students. 

Techniques for collecting data were through questionnaires, interviews, and observations, 

considering the COVID-19 conditions, which called for the implementation of social distancing and 

avoiding crowds and the absence of face-to-face learning. The time used in this study was six 

months (October 2021 to March 2022), using the adequate learning time from Monday to Friday. 

This research instrument measures changes in online learning behavior in children aged from 

4 to 5 years old, namely the development of social-emotional abilities, especially the development 

of the character of responsibility. The involvement of teachers and parents in the learning process is 

also observed as part of understanding the background and reasons for the emergence of changes in 

children's responsible behavior. 

The analysis technique used is the triangulation technique, namely, re-checking the data ob-

tained from the questionnaire with interview and observation data. This is done to maintain data 

validation to make correct conclusions by describing the development of the character of early 

childhood responsibility through the online learning process. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Understanding early childhood requires a thorough understanding of the developmental 

tasks that chil-dren must complete as a child growth and development process. According to Hur-

lock (1978), there are several abilities possessed by children that need to be stimulated properly, 

namely: (1) Cognitive Ability; (2) Emotional Social Ability; (3) Gross/Fine Motor Skills; (4) Crea-

tivity Ability; (5) Language Skills. [4] 

This developmental task is then in the learning process in the early childhood education unit, 

which becomes the main goal of learning. The early childhood learning process is even contained in 

the curriculum of the early childhood education unit, and the five aspects are described in basic 

competencies and core competencies, which are the learning objectives. Applying the five devel-
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opmental aspects is carried out through the play method, the play method being an effective method 

in stimulating the abilities possessed by early childhood. 

Emotional and social ability is an aspect obtained through interacting with other people, 

both peers, parents, teachers, and their environment. This interaction process is part of continuous 

stimulation to develop children's abilities to become adults and be accepted by society [5]. It is es-

sential that the social and emotional aspects could be simulated according to their age development. 

Socio-emotional abilities of children aged 4-5 years, including the ability to take responsibil-

ity for themselves, this responsibility ability can be seen in the activities of children being con-

sciously able to carry out their activities such as brushing their teeth while bathing, using their 

clothes, preparing their study equipment, feeding themselves, drinking alone, able to complete sim-

ple tasks on their own without the help of others. The process for carrying out these activities in 

regular learning before the COVID-19 pandemic occurred was carried out in the early childhood 

education unit in the teaching and learning process. 

The teaching and learning process planned in such a way by the teacher through active inter-

action with children can make the child reach the level of complete development following his 

learning task. This is different when implementing online learning during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

where the process and learning patterns change; namely, children study at home with their respec-

tive parents. Early childhood learning processes and patterns change, and gadgets are the most ef-

fective medium during the online learning process at home. 

The study results found that the change in learning patterns from face-to-face to online made 

it difficult for teachers to make materials that must be given to children in each class. Difficulties 

arise when teachers have to use technological devices in learning because only 10% of the learning 

carried out in schools when face-to-face uses technology. Sudden changes in materials without 

proper training and preparation require teachers to carry out the learning process by using simple or 

improvised technology. 

The condition of teacher unpreparedness can be seen in the results of questionnaires and in-

terviews with nine teachers who were the subject of the study. Seven teachers were not able to op-

timally utilize tech-nology in learning. The teacher's incompetence is because the teacher cannot 

include five aspects of child development in providing material and assessing children's learning 

outcomes at home. The results also show that in this online learning process, 80% of teachers can 

only provide material that can stimulate cognitive abilities and ignore the other four aspects of de-

velopment. 

 The next study discussing students as a key instrument showed that of the 45 children stud-

ied, 40 children had learning difficulties due to different learning patterns carried out by their re-

spective parents with their class teachers at school. From several research instruments, it was found 

that children were less responsible, which was shown in the behavior of being reluctant to do 

schoolwork, reluctant to prepare school supplies, lack of motivation to complete tasks given by the 

teacher, lack of discipline in carrying out activities related to fulfilling the duties of the teacher. 

These results were obtained for several reasons: children feeling bored, uncomfortable, afraid of 

being scolded by their parents, and wanting to play. 

This study also reveals the results of the third subject, namely parents of students as chil-

dren's learning companions at home or during the online learning process to become teachers at 

home. A study conducted on 45 parents found that 41 parents felt uncomfortable with online learn-
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ing due to several factors: children being difficult to advise, children being disobedient, parents not 

having enough time to teach children at school, wasting pulse, and making tensions rise. Because 

parents get angry easily, this is because parents feel they do not have the capacity as teachers for 

their children; parents are accustomed to handing over their children's teaching and learning process 

to teachers at school. 

The situation above has become a phenomenon that occurred in the online learning process 

during the COVID-19 pandemic in Semarang, especially in the early childhood education unit. The 

research results need to be interpreted and analyzed to be able to get future solutions to improve the 

learning process that has already occurred. 

Education as a learning process needs to be organized, regulated, and planned in such a way 

as to be able to lead to the educational goals to be achieved or achieved [6]. The learning process 

that occurs in online learning situations during the COVID-19 pandemic has become an ineffective 

learning process for stimulating early childhood development. Several facts found the emergence of 

situations that did not support the child's learning process, namely the emergence of depressed and 

unpleasant situations, so the child could not carry out his development tasks properly. This depress-

ing situation is increasingly unable to stimulate the aspect of social-emotional abilities, especially 

the character of responsibility. This is indicated by the behavior of children who cannot do simple 

tasks as an indicator of completeness in learning responsibility. 

This is corroborated by research in several European countries, which states that 

smartphones make it difficult for children to interact significantly with other people and the sur-

rounding environment [7]. The findings of research that was previously conducted in developed 

countries that first used technology, in this case, gadgets as a medium for children's learning, show 

a negative side that occurs in the learning process. 

Socio-emotional abilities, especially responsibility, are important in growing early childhood 

develop-ment. Responsibility is one of the general characteristics that humans must possess as the 

ability to interact with other humans in a community or society. Responsibility needs to be taught 

and stimulated continuously from an early age. In time, it emerges as a character that the individual 

can use in overcoming any problems and problematics that arise in his life. 

The habituation pattern carried out in the face-to-face learning process in the early childhood 

education unit does not appear in the online learning process, so the character of responsibility is 

not touched, which causes learning loss. The inability of parents to carry out the habituation pattern 

carried out by teachers makes the learning situation change. It has a real impact, namely changes in 

children's learning behavior. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study shows that 78% of teachers experience learning technology unpreparedness; 87% 

of stu-dents have difficulty learning responsibility; 91% of parents do not understand how to pro-

vide learning that instills the value of responsibility. This research concludes that there is a learning 

loss in responsible character education in online learning for early childhood in Semarang.  
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